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which was free of access, inasmuch as it had not been included in Washington's scheme of defence. They were received with an ovation; for a number of local Tories got together to celebrate the occasion by a bonfire, which they fed with forty pounds' worth of Continental paper-money, "damning the Congress, and saying they would have nothing more to do with it." l Loyalists flocked in from the main-land as soon as news of the disembarkation was noised abroad. Sixty men, of whom some carried muskets, came over from the Jerseys, and announced that five hundred more would follow. They expressed themselves as very anxious for the arrival of the Admiral with offers of peace; but they declared it as their opinion that quiet would never be restored until the rebels had been soundly beaten. Howe had found Tryon, the Governor of New York, expecting him at Sandy Hook on board a vessel, from the deck of which, during a twelvemonth past, he had done his best to administer his province for the advantage of the Crown.2 Tryon now gave the English Commander-in Chief very accurate intelligence with regard to the numbers and disposition of the Republican forces. The Governor of New York had every reason to hate the Revolution. It had put a stop to a course of proceedings enormously lucrative to himself; of a sort which was customary then, but in which no administrator of a British colony would now venture to engage without certain ruin to his career.3 Tryon was reckoned the ablest of the Royal deputies in America; and he certainly was a crafty and, (whenever he got the chance,)
1  Letter from Staten Island ; July 8, 1776.
2  Despatch of General Howe ; published in the Gentlemanfs Magazine for August 1776.
3 "The Tryons came late in June.   They were taken to the Schuyler country-place after some gala-making at Albany.    Saratoga was looking its loveliest.    Here Mrs. Tryon stayed while the Governor and his host were off on one of the land-purchasing expeditions which none of the colonial governors were known to neglect.    Vast purchases were made. Governor Tryon acted as agent for a number of foreign noblemen.    His fees alone amounted to 22,000 L    ' A good summer's work,' Philip Schuyler wrote,"   Memoirs of Catherine Schuyler^ chapter viii,